'“{.\ o

02-22-09, Issue XXXIV
Thank you to:
Linda Stockstill- Editor

Nita Whitman-— lllustrator
Doug Graham- Writer



Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a féetween the towns
of Cement and Cyril. There was a mom and a ddmk rfiom’s name was
Gertrude and the dad’s name was Horace. Theretivere young donkeys
named Mary, Scott, and Sam. There was also a gaamiks name was Ray-
mond, but everyone just called him Grandpa. FAm#iere was Grandma
Doris.

One day Sam and Scott were playing by the grén 3ihe silo was a
round building where the grain was stored. It wasr@ hundred feet high.
While Sam and Scott were walking by a rat poppsdckad out of a hole. He
said, “l wish | was as tall you guys.”

“How come? | think it would be fun to fit in tinlyoles and be able to
climb up walls,” said Sam.

“The thing is, there are so many things | can't@écause I'm small. |
know what | would do if I was big,” said the rat.



“What is that?” said Scott.

“I think if you took a board to the very top oktlsilo and stepped off of
the edge onto the board, and if you stepped ofbdsed right before you hit
bottom, you would be okay. It would be the most flning ever,” said the
Rat.

“Why can't you do it?” asked Sam.
“I'm just too small and it is too high,” said tinat.

After that talk, both Sam and Scott thought thaatthe rat said
sounded reasonable. They each got a board ameldstdimbing up the silo. It
is very hard for donkeys to climb because they dieave fingers but little by
little they made their way up the ladder hookethtside of the silo.

When they were half way up they heard, “What ane going? Get
down right now,” said Gertrude.

They both obediently came down and walked up éo thother. She
asked what they were doing and they told her thiains.

“First of all, you both would have died. It wouldt have slowed you
down by stepping off of the board. Where did yetiguch a dumb idea,”
said Gertrude.

“Arat told us mom,” said Scott.

“You were going to risk your life because of a r&ou are just like Ab-
salom. Absalom had a servant who just pretendée #bsalom’s friend. His
name was Hushai. He was really a friend of kingiDavVell Absalom was
trying to figure out a way to kill his Dad who wkag David. A servant of
his named Ahithophel had a plan. Ahithophel sawijll come upon him
while he is weary and exhausted and terrify hinthso all the people who are
with him will flee. Then | will strike down the kg alone.’ (Il Samuel 17:2)
Ahithophel told his plan to Absalom but Absalomcadganted the advice of
Hushai. Hushai told him that it wasn’t a good plafushai told him, ‘But |
counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to fraum Dan even to Beersheba,



as the sand that is by the sea in abundance, ahgdh personally go into bat-
tle.” (Il Samuel 17:13) Hushai then sent a mesgaddavid and told David
everything that Absalom was going to do. He saneasage to David saying,
‘Do not spend the night at the fords of the wildess, but by all means cross
over, or else the king and all the people who atle am will be destroyed'.

(Il Samuel 17:16) Hushai saved David’s life byigoyAbsalom bad advice
and then telling David what Absalom was doing. §bed thing was that
Hushai was serving David and God, but | am afriaad tat just wanted to see
a big mess on the ground,” said Gertrude.

Song: Jesus loves me

Scripture Reading: Il Samuel 17:6-7

Question: Was Hushai a good servant to AbsaloN®, lje served King
David)



Tuesday

One day Mary was walking by the part of the bahere Farmer Smith
stored bales of hay. As she walked by a small imalke bales, she heard,
“Hark who goes there?”.

“What are you doing Sam?” said Mary.

“This is the Secret Order of the Donkey. Tell tine password and |
will let you in,” said Sam.

Sam and Scott had made a fort in the hay barey Tad worked hard
and made rooms and tunnels. It was a really nide fo

“I bet the password is silly brothers,” said Mary

“That is not the password and you cannot come gajtd Sam.



Mary acted like it didn’t bother her, but she hgalanted to play in the
fort too. She walked into the barn where her moites cleaning.

“Mom, Scott and Sam won't let me play in theirtfolhey say | have
to know the password,” said Mary.

“It sounds like a very secret club. Let me tellya story and then |
will give you something that will get you into tf@t. King David was hid-
ing from his son Absalom who had taken over thegilom of Israel and was
trying to kill David. Hushai was pretending toweAbsalom so he could spy
for David. Hushai had to get messages to DavideAbavid was hiding. So
Hushai would give the message to the priests. &lsshd, ‘Do not spend the
night at the fords of the wilderness, but by allame cross over, or else the
king and all the people who are with him will bestteyed.’ The priests
named Zadok and Abiathar took the message andig@va maid. The maid
gave the message to Jonathan and Ahimaaz. Theydbk the message to
King David. Usually no one would see JonathanAmdiaaz enter the city,
but this time a young boy saw them. The boy tdid@#om. Jonathan and
Ahimaaz hid at a house in the town of Bahurimhad a well and Jonathan
and Ahimaaz hid in the well. Awoman took a comgrand covered the well
and then she took grain and scattered it on tdpsal®m came to the house
looking for Jonathan and Ahimaaz. He said, 'Wla@eeAhimaaz and Jona-
than?’. The woman answered, ‘They have crosseldrtiwk of water’. Absa-
lom searched but didn’t find them. After Absalacgit|they came out of the
well and went and told the message to David. Mene pretty secretive in
order to protect David. | do think | know a wayget you the password into
Sam and Scotts fort though. Here are some oatroe&illes. Take them with
you and | am just sure they will give you the pamsly’ said Gertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children.
Scripture Reading: Il Samuel 17:18-19
Question: Where did Jonathan and Ahimaaz hidaa (ell)



Thursday

One day Sam and Mary were looking at the old pastinanging on
the wall in the barn. They came across one ofrkkelppulling a cart that
had a cannon on it.

“Grandpa who is that a picture of?” asked Mary.

“That is your Great Grandpa Moses. He helped fighVorld War
II,” said Grandpa.

“Wow, did he have any war stories?” said Sam.

“Really he didn’t talk about it much but | knownaar story | could
tell ya,” said Grandpa.

“Tell it to us Grandpa,” said Sam.
“Well David got the message from Hushai and thewi®took his

army and crossed the Jordan River. By dawn dllaofid’'s people had
crossed. Later Absalom crossed the river also lghmen. Absalom chose



Amasa as the leader of his army. Absalom andrimgy aamped in the land of
Gilead. David went to Mahanaim. A man named Mablought beds, dishes
and food to take care of David and his army. Dakah counted his soldiers
and placed commanders over groups of a thousadeksnl David wanted to
fight with them. He said, ‘I myself will surely gmut with you also’. (Il Sam-
uel 18:2) However the people thought it was toggsous and said, ‘You
should not go out; for if we indeed flee, they witit care about us; even if
half of us die, they will not care about us. Batiyare worth ten thousand of
us; therefore now it is better that you be readydlp us from the city.’” (Il
Samuel 18:3) The king agreed and stayed behink wie soldiers went by in
groups of a hundred and groups of a thousand.kiAgealso commanded
them, ‘Deal gently for my sake with the young mdrsAlom.” The two armies
went to battle. The battle was spread over a leog@tryside and it was hard
to fight in. David defeated the armies of Absaland twenty thousand men
died,” said Grandpa.

Song: The Wise Man

Scripture Reading: 1l Samuel 18:3

Question: Did David stay behind when the armiesti@ battle? (Yes, they
wanted him to stay behind even though he wantégdo with them.)



Friday

Scott normally didn’t get in as much trouble asmS&ad he normally
didn’t do as many silly things as Sam. But one ldayvas playing by a large
oak tree that had two big branches growing ouhefttunk making a “v”. For
some reason Scott stuck his neck between the taracbes. He looked out
through the branches for a while and then pullechiad back, but when he
pulled his head back it wouldn’t come. He pulled &e pulled, but he was
stuck. He worked and worked and for two hours ke stuck there. That was
when Grandma came walking by.

“Oh my, Scott are you stuck,” asked Grandma.
“Yes, | can’t budge my head at all,” said Scott.

Grandma went to the stream and got some slippad; rBhe put it all
around Scott’s ears and then she pulled while $cied two.

Grandma said, “On the count of three. One. TWoree. Pull,” said



Grandma.
Sam didn’t budge the first time.

Grandma said, “One more time. On the count ef¢hrOne. Two.
Three. Pull,” said Grandma. They pulled andguutnd finally out came
Scott’s head with two new bald spots around his’ear

“Grandma will you not tell anyone about this,”ics&cott.

‘Il won't tell, but let me tell you a story aboudreeone else who got
caught in a tree. The army of David defeated they?of Absalom. Absa-
lom was riding a mule. While he was running awesyrhule went under an
Oak tree. All of a sudden Absalom’s head got sindke branches of the
tree. His head was stuck good and he was lefé thanging out of the tree
by his head. While he was there hanging some stxed David saw him
hanging from the tree. His mule had left him. @hée servants said,
‘Behold, | saw Absalom hanging in an Oak.” Anotkeldier named Joab
said, ‘Now behold, you saw him! Why then did yaat strike him there to
the ground? And | would have given you ten piexfesiver and a belt.” (Il
Samuel 18:11) The man answered Joab and said) iEl/ehould receive a
thousand pieces of silver in my hand, | would natqut my hand against
the king’s son; for in our hearing the king charged and Abishai and Ittai,
saying, protect for me the young man Absalom.’S@imuel 18:12) Joab
then went to Absalom and put three spears in Absalbeart while Absalom
was stuck in the oak. The people threw Absaloraytin a pit and covered
him with stones. So be careful not to get stuck tree anymore Scott. You
don’t want to end up like Absalom,” said Grandma

Song: The Lord’s Army
Scripture Reading: Il Samuel 18:18
Question: How did they catch Absalom? (He gotlsin an Oak Tree)



Saturday

It was a dry winter for the animals that livedegrmer Smith’s farm.
Several months went by without any snow or raiittld_by little the goose
pond got lower and lower until it was all gone.

“l am glad those geese don't have anywhere to swihey were mean
anyway,” said Sam.

‘I don’t know. | kind of feel sorry for them,” asd Scott.

“Why would you feel sorry for them. All they ds yell, hiss, and honk
at us,” said Sam.

“They're so sad about the pond. | hate to seeaanyal sad,” said
Scott.



Just then Grandpa walked up to Sam and Scott.

“That’s a good thought Scott. We should love enemies. Do you re-
member King David? His son was mean to him. Adosalook over David’s
kingdom and tried to capture David and kill himouvivould have thought that
David wouldn’t still love his son, but David didwo messengers were sent to
David to tell David that the army was victorioustioé army of Absalom.

The first messenger said, ‘Blessed is the Lord y&ad, who has deliv-
ered up the men who lifted their hands againstony the king’. (Il Samuel
18:28)

David then asked him, ‘Is it well with the youn@mAbsalom?’ (Il
Samuel 18:29)

The messenger said that there was a great battteeldidn’t know what
happened to Absalom. Then the next messenger litraegrs to King David.

The messenger said, ‘Let my lord the king recgived news, for the
Lord has freed you this day from the hand of alsthwho rose up against
you.” (Il Samuel 18:31)

Once again David asked about his son Absalomladessenger an-
swered him, ‘Let the enemies of my lord the kingd all who rise up against
you for evil, be as that young man!. (Il Samu8i32)

David then knew that his son was dead. He cmedsaid, ‘Oh my son
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would | had drexiead of you, Oh Ab-
salom, my son, my son’. (Il Samuell8:33) Davicswary sad. Joab was an-
gry with David because he wasn’t happy they had therwar. Scott it is
good to be kind and Sam, it is important to forgne®ple that do us wrong,”
said Grandpa.

Song: Gospel Chariot

Scripture Reading: Il Samuel 18:33

Question: Was David happy when his son Absalomkiteesl? (No, he was
very sad)



