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Monday

There was a family of
donkeys that lived on a farm
between the towns of Cemer
and Cyril. There was a mom
and a dad. The mom’s name
was Gertrude and the dad'’s
name was Horace. There we
three young donkeys named
Mary, Scott, and Sam. There
was also a grandpa, his nam
was Raymond, but everyone
just called him Grandpa. Fi-
nally, there was Grandma
Doris.

Mary and Scott were
walking through the pasture after a big rain. Aarjiwas walking,
Scott yelled, “Stop!”.

Right in front of Mary was a huge sinkhole. Itsagbout 20 feet
deep and about 15 feet wide.

“What's that?” asked Mary.

“It's a sink hole. The water must have washemlit” said Scott.
They both went and got Grandpa.

“Look here, Grandpa”, said Mary.

“Wow, that's a big sinkhole and it Iaokke there is a cave in the
gypsum under there,” said Grandpa.

“Can we explore it Grandpa?” said Scott.



“No, it might just cave in at anytime. Howevdrete was a time
when the Israelites had to live in caves. The [@oplsrael had done
evil in the sight of the Lord. Because they hadrbevil, God allowed
the people of Midian to take over the land of I&rdéhe people of
Midian ruled Israel for seven years. The Israsliteed in caves and
dens among the mountains. Midian destroyed Israeifmals and crops
so that there was no food. The people of Israeéwery sad and prayed
to God for help. God told them, ‘I delivered ylwom the hands of the
Egyptians and from the hands of all your oppressord dispossessed
them before you and gave you their land, and Itar_ord your
God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amoritewhose land you live.
But you have not obeyed me.” (Judges 6:9-10) afgel of the Lord sat
under an oak tree and spoke to a man named Gid€&ba.Lord is with
you oh valiant warrior.” Gideon asked, ‘Oh my Lpiftthe Lord is with
us, why then has all this happened to us? Andevaer all His miracles
which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did rieg t.ord bring us up
from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned usgwen us into the
hand of Midian.” (Judges 6:12-13) The Lord told hiimat he would lead
Israel back to freedom,” said Grandpa.

Scripture Reading: Judges 6:11

Song: Jesus Loves Me

Question: Where did the people of Israel havevownhile the people of
Midian controlled Israel? (Dens and caves in tloeintains)



Tuesday

Sam and Scott were walking out in the pasture vihey came to
the stream. Someone had thrown their trash alireto There were pop
bottles and paper plates everywhere.

“That looks terrible. Who would do such a thing®4id Scott.

“Let’s clean it up for Farmer Smith,” said Sam.

They went back to the barn and got a cart. Thek the cart by
the stream and picked up all the trash and puatthe cart.

As they were finishing, Grandpa came walking tN\Vhat are you
doing?” Grandpa said.

“We think some kids left this mess and we areraleait up for
Farmer Smith,” said Sam.



“You are about the best two donkeys around. Yeukand of like
Gideon,” said Grandpa.

“You told us a little about him yesterday. Whatdkof mess did he
clean up?” said Sam.

“The people of Israel had disobeyed God and luwalitar to the
false god Baal. The Angel told Gideon to desttwy dltar to baal and
build one to the true God. Gideon was scaredasted that the angel
show him a sign that things would be okay. Gidlead prepared a sacri-
fice. The angel had Gideon put it on a rock. Ahgel touched the sac-
rifice with his staff. Fire came out of the roakdaconsumed the sacri-
fice. Gideon did what he was told and destroyedalbar and built an-
other altar to God. He did it at night so he waoxtiget caught. The peo-
ple were very angry when they saw what had happefbdy found out
that Gideon had done it and they decided to kiléén. They came to
Gideon’s dad. His name was Joash. Joash tolcrtved, " Will you
contend for Baal, or will you deliver him? Whoewetl plead for him
shall be put to death by morning. If he is a detlhim contend for him-
self, because someone has torn down his altardg€k 6:31) Joash
knew that Baal was fake,” said Grandpa.

Scripture Reading: Judges 6:21
Song: Jesus Loves the Little Children.
Thinking Question: What did Gideon destroy? (fpée to baal)



Thursday

One day Farmer Smith noticed a rock coming upobtite ground
in the wheat pasture. He told Grandpa, “We befta couple of don-
keys and pull that out.”

Sam was close by and had overheard the conversatidow are
we ever going to pull that rock out. It looks huge

“You will be surprised. If we work together, Itlet Mary, Scott,
you and | could pull it out,” said Grandpa.

Farmer Smith tied ropes on all of them and thdledwas hard as
they could. At first it just moved a little, anigein out it came.

“I| sure didn’t think we could do that,” said Sam.

“It doesn’t always take as many people as youkthiRemember
Gideon. The Midianites sent an army to squasip#ople who were lis-
tening to Gideon. Gideon sent a message througtiiooft Manassenh,
Zebulun, Asher and Naphtali. He told them what g@isig on and that



he needed help. Gideon ended up with a large &orfight the Midia-
nites, but God said, ‘The people who are with yautao many for Me to
give Midian into their hands, for Isarael would bew boastful, saying,
‘My own power has delivered me.” First he told sme that was afraid
that they could go home. Twenty two thousand soddivent home. Ten
thousand were left and God said that there weltésiimany. He told
them to have the men go get a drink of water. Btthim that every-
one who laps water like a dog would be the onesahdo fight for Is-
rael. This left 300 soldiers in Gideon’s army.ef&were so many sol-
diers on the other side that they looked like drappers. Gideon had the
men carry empty pitchers with torches in them. yTteme to the army
of the Mideanites. They broke their pitchers aleiheir trumpets.
The people of Midian ran away,” said Grandpa.

Song: This Little Light of Mine.

Scripture Reading: Judges 7:19

Question: How many soldiers did Gideon have tbtfipe Midianites?
(300)



Friday

Sam, Mary,
and Scott were get-
ting ready for bed
when Sam asked,
“Grandpa did
Gideon ever catch
the kings that were
running away?”

“Well Gideon
chased the kings of Midian. The tribe of Ephraiond have faith in
God’s power and they were mad at Gideon for stgudinvar with the
kings of Midian. Gideon and his army came to art@alled Succoth.
He asked them to feed his soldiers but they refbseduse they were
scared of Midian. He told them that when he caawklhe would whip
them with thorns. He went to another town calledidl and they
wouldn’t give him food either. He told them, ‘Wheéreturn safely, |
will tear down this tower.” He caught up to thenags of Midian at a
place called Karkor. They had about 15,000 saddidihey had a
120,000 soldiers to start with. He defeated thathaaptured the two
kings. He came back to the town of Succoth andaskboy who the
elders were. They offered him bread, but helséitl them whipped
with thorns. He returned to Penuel and tore ddweir tower and killed
the men in the city. Gideon killed the two kingdvidian and the peo-
ple asked Gideon to rule over Israel. He refusgthg, ‘I will not rule
over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lsiall rule over you.’
Now you guys better get to bed,” Grandpa said.

Scripture Reading: Judges 8:15-16

Song: Gospel Chariot.

Question: Why did Gideon whip the people of Suls@o{They were
afraid to give the army food)



Saturday

One day Sam was looking around the farm and hedfabeau-
tiful quartz crystal sticking up out of the grounkle thought it was
beautiful. He took it everywhere and called it pood luck charm.
One day his mom found it.

“What is this?” asked Gertrude.

“That’s my good luck charm,” said Sam.

“Good luck charms are putting value in somethitigeothan
God. It's pretty and it is okay to keep it, buisib’t lucky,” said

Gertrude.

“I wasn’t worshipping it mom,” said Sam.



“Some sins start small. Gideon asked all the [getmpgive him a
gold earring. They did and he made an ephod ot ghat was a vest
they used in worship. He then put it in his homert of Ophrah. The
problem is that people started worshipping it. Biitde says, ‘...all Is-
rael played the harlot with it there, so that ité®e a snare to Gideon
and his household.” Gideon got in trouble andatted small. You be
careful,” said Gertrude.

Scripture Reading: Judges 8:27
Song: Who Did Swallow Jonah
Question: What got Gideon in trouble? (An ephedrade out of gold)



