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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a féetween the
towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a mom andda dhe mom’s name
was Gertrude and the dad’s name was Horace. TWexeethree young don-
keys named Mary, Scott and Sam. There was alsod@ra and Grandpa,
their names were Raymond and Doris. Finally, theas also an orphan don-
key that lived with them, his name was Oliver.

One evening Mary and Oliver were outside at nigbking the
stars.

“They sure make you feel small,” said Oliver.

“It's amazing how big the universe is,” said Mary

“Everything is so big. Itis hard to imagine a Gambig to create it
all. I wish God could give me a sign to show nmet tHe is here,” said Oliver.



“Oliver, itis all around you. God left His fingatints every-
where. Everything you see proves that God is rBaithing you see could
happen by accident. The people in Jesus’ timelmadame problem
though. They ignored all the proof that Jesus thhadMessiah and still asked
Him for a sign. Matthew records, ‘Then some of finarisees and teachers of
the law answered Jesus. They said, Teacher, wetavaee you do a miracle
as a sign. Jesus answered, Evil and sinful perpléhe ones that want to see
a miracle for a sign. But no miracle will be givas a sign to those peo-
ple. Only the sign will be the miracle that happeto the prophet. Jonah was
in the stomach of the big fish for three days dmdé nights. In the same way,
the Son of Man will be in the grave three days fandhree nights.” (Matthew
12:38-40) Jesus told them to be careful aboungsiar signs, but He also
told them about the biggest miracle of all. Jesas going to die and be in a
grave for three days and then live again. He coetpdé to Jonah being in the
big fish for three days. Oliver there is plentypobof that God is real. The
only thing you have to do is look for it,” said&adpa.

Song: Jesus Loves Me
Scripture Reading: Matthew 12:39

Question: What big miracle was Jesus going tadshow the world that He
is real? (Be in the grave for three days and cbhauk to life)



Tuesday

All the donkeys were playing
around and one of them named Wilber
walked right up to Oliver. You see, they
were playing kick ball and Oliver just caug
the ball and made Wilber out.

“You cheated,” said Wilber.

“I don’t know how | could have
cheated! | caught the ball and that makes
you out,” said Oliver.

“Well at least | have a family,” sai
Wilber.

It really hurt Oliver’s feelings wher
Wilber said that because Oliver was an or
phan.

Then all of a sudden Mary yelled,
“Oliver has a family. He's in my family and
he is in Jesus’ family too!”

After the game, Oliver came up and thanked Mary.

“Thank you for saying that I'm in your family evémough I'm not
really,” said Oliver.

“Oliver you really are. Ask mom, dad or anyoneu¥are also really
in Jesus' family. The Bible says, ‘While Jesus tadigang to the people his
mother and brothers stood outside. They wantéalkdo Jesus. A person
told Jesus, Your mother and brothers are waitingdo outside. They want to
talk to you. Jesus answered, Who is my mother? @a my brothers? Then
Jesus pointed to his followers and said, See!d&bpesple are my mother and
my brothers. My true brother and sister and moithany person that does the
things my Father in heaven wants.” (Matthew 1Z8%-Oliver, in every way
you are part of our family and part of the Lordisrily,” said Mary.



Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children
Scripture Reading: Matthew 12:50

Question: Who are the people in Jesus’ familyfie(dnes who obey God)



Thursday

It was starting to get warmer at the Smith Farm @edrude went in
to the barn and asked Sam to come out and help her.

Sam came out and asked, “What do you need, Mom?”

“It's getting warmer and | thought you would like lhelp me plant
some seeds,” said Gertrude.

“What kind of seeds are they?” asked Sam.
“Marigolds” said Gertrude.

They both started planting the seeds and while dndyGertrude
told a Bible story.

“You know Jesus told a story about planting seddis.said, ‘A
farmer went out to plant his seed. While the farmas planting, some seed
fell by the road. The birds came and ate all sead. Some seed fell on rock
ground. The ground there did not have enough dine seed grew very fast
there, because the ground was not deep. But Wigesun rose, it burned the
plants. The plants died because they did not Daee roots. Some other
seed fell among thorny weeds. The weeds grew tappad the good plants



from growing. Some other seed fell on the goodigdo In the good ground,
the seed grew and made grain. Some plants madeni€® more grain. Some
plants made 60 times more, and some made 30 timesgnain.’ (Matthew
13:3-9) Later on Jesus told his followers whatdtogy meant. He said, ‘So
listen to the meaning of that story about the farnwhat is the seed that fell
by the path? That seed is like the person thastliba teaching about the king-
dom but does not understand it. The Evil One coanelstakes away the things
that were planted in the person’s heart. And vid#ie seed that fell on the
rocky ground? That seed is like the person thatdhthe teaching and quickly
accepts that teaching with joy. But that persorsdus# let the teaching go deep
into his life. He keeps that teaching only a stiane. When trouble or perse-
cution comes because of the teaching he acceptst he quickly quits. And
what is the seed that fell among the thorny weetsat seed is like the person
that hears the teaching but lets worries aboutifeigand love for money stop
that teaching from growing. So that teaching dussmake fruit. But what is
the seed that fell on the good ground? That sekkiei the person that hears
the teaching and understands it.” (Matthew 13:38-3am, | want you to be
good seed,” said Gertrude.

Song: The Wise Man
Scripture Reading: Matthew 13:23
Question: What is the good seed? The one tharstaohds the word of God)



Friday

One day while
Farmer Smith was feeding
the cattle. A flashlight fell
out of his pickup and when it
hit the ground it came
on. Sam looked at it with a
puzzled look on his face.

“What wrong
Sam?” asked Gertrude.

“It just doesn’t seem
to shine as bright during the day as it does ditriigaid Sam.

“That is how light is. That is why no matter hoarkl the world is,
people that believe in God will shine brighter gy different. Jesus
said, ‘No one lights a lamp and puts it in a platere it will be hidden or
under a bowl. Instead he puts it on its standhabthose who come in
may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of youhhoWhen your eyes are
good, your whole body also is full of light. Buthen they are bad, your
body also is full of darkness. See to it, thetligithin you is not dark-
ness. Therefore, if your whole body is full offitgand no part of it dark, it
will be completely lighted, as when the light dbanp shines upon
you.” (Luke 11:33-36) Sam, just always keep youer light shin-
ing,” said Gertrude.

Song: The Lord’s Army
Scripture Reading: Luke 11:33
Question: Where should our light shine? (Frondie)s



Saturday:

Mary was helping
her mother clean dishes
when she said, “l hate
cleaning
dishes. They'’re just go-
ing to dirty them again.”

We have to keep
the dishes pure just like
we have to keep our-
selves pure. If you don'’t clean the dishes, it mihke you sick. If you
don't keep yourself pure it will make you spiritlyasick. ‘After Jesus
had finished speaking, a Pharisee asked Jesusuadtiedim. So Jesus
came and sat at the table. But the Pharisee wpssad when he saw
that Jesus did not wash his hands first beforends&. The Lord said to
him, You Pharisees clean the outside of the cugladish. But inside
you are full of things you got by cheating otheojple and being
evil. You are foolish! The same One that madetwhautside also made
what is inside. So give the things in your cups dishes to the people
that need it. Then you will be fully clean.’ (Luké&:37-41) Jesus thought
the Pharisee’s religion was for show. We haveetpixre and follow Jesus
so that the outside and inside of our cup is cfeanid Gertrude.

Song: Gospel Chariot
Scripture Reading: Luke 11:37-38

Question: Should we be pure on the inside anddtsde? (Yes)



