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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a féaetween
the towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a momaaddd. The
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name waselorEhere
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sdmare was
also Grandma and Grandpa, their names were Rayarmh®oris.
Finally, there was an orphan donkey that livechwiitem, his name
was Oliver.

One morning, Sam was playing with the cattle wharmer
Smith and two of his friends started gathering thgm Farmer
Smith and the two friends were on four wheelers.

“Yaaaaaaaaaaaa!” they yelled as they rugtedattle and Sam
to the coral. It was really scary for Sam. Hedrio get away from
the cattle but there would be a four wheeler wieses he went and
he would have to run back in with the crowd of ealv They forced
the cattle and Sam into the stock trailer. Theintlimean to get
Sam but didn’t notice that he was with the cati&ey road in the
trailer for hours and hours until finally, Farmenith stopped the



pickup. They were in New Mexico. Farmer Smith lsattl the cat-
tle to a rancher there. As Farmer Smith was umhgptihe cattle he
saw Sam.

“My, how did you get here?” Farmer Smitldsas he shook his
head.

Sam just hung his head down sad.

“Don’t worry, we’ll get you back home. | bet yomom is
worried sick,” said Farmer Smith.

They drove the long trip back to the farm. Whieeytgot back
they saw every animal in the barnyard looking fans

“There you are. What are you doing in that tr&leasked
Gertrude.

Sam told her the whole story. She was so reli¢wdahow
Sam was safe.

“This reminds me of a story about Jesus. Jesgsifierent
from other children. He didn’'t ever do anythingowg. When Jesus
was a twelve year old boy, His parents went ompadr Jerusalem to
celebrate the Passover. As Jesus’ parents weritigghome, Jesus
parents didn’t notice that Jesus wasn’t with thérhey traveled a
whole day with out noticing that Jesus was gonlkeeyTthought He
must be with their relatives. They looked and kakor Jesus with
the people they were traveling with, but didn’tdillim. They trav-
eled back to Jerusalem and looked for Jesus feettiays and fi-
nally found Him in the Temple. He was arguing vthle teachers
there. He was asking them questions and answraigquestion.
The Bible says, ‘They were amazed at His understgraehd wise
answers’. (Luke 2:47) His parents were angrysad, ‘Son, why



did you to this to us? Your father and | were wenrried about you.
We have been looking for you.” (Luke 2:48) Jeanswered and
said, ‘Why did you have to look for me? You shob&Vve known
that | must be where my Father’s work is!” (Lukd® Jesus was
missing just like you were Sam, but He was nevst Idesus had
started to do the work that He had come to doitl Gartrude.

Song: Jesus Loves Me

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:45

Question: How long did Mary and Joseph travel eefbey notice
Jesus was gone? (1 day)



Tuesday

Sam and Oliver were playing kick the can when thetyced
that Preacher Cliff was visiting Farmer Smith. féheas a great big
container backed up to the barn. A container kihidoks like a
railroad car but can be hauled on a trailer anehai sruck or can be
hauled by train. Farmer Smith and Preacher Qbifirg hours load-
ing bundles of clothes into the trailer.

Grandpa walked by and Oliver asked, ‘Grandpa \ahat
Farmer Smith and Preacher Cliff doing?’.

“Farmer Smith lets the church store clothes indais. They
are loading them up to go to poor people in Afticgaid Grandpa.

“Wow, Preacher CIiff is working hard. Look how otuhe’s
sweating,” said Sam.

“Preachers have always worked hard Sam. Remeijober
the Baptist. John wore a coat made out of carhalisand he ate
grasshoppers and wild honey. The Bible says, hnibe Baptizer



came and began preaching. He preached in thet desarof Judea.
John said, ‘Change your hearts and lives becaaskirigdom of
heaven is coming soon.’” (Matthew 3:1-2) Isaidketd about John
the Baptist when He said, ‘There is a person shguti the desert;
Prepare the way for the Lord; make His paths dttdigMatthew
3:3) The people came to hear John preach andinagied to
change their lives and were baptized,” said Grandp

“Boy, John did have it hard, preaching in theedleand fight-
ing bees for honey,” said Oliver.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:4

Question: What bug did John the Baptist eat? g§&rapper or lo-
cust)



Thursday

Grandpa was reading His Bible e
when Sam asked, “Grandpa did John -
the Baptist know Jesus was coming?”

“Well if you remember, John the
Baptist leaped in his mothers tummy
when Mary came to visit while she was
pregnant with Jesus.

Also, John the Baptist and Jesus were
cousins. John said, ‘I baptize you with
water to show that you changed your hearts and.liBat there is a
person coming later that is greater than | anm hat good enough
to take off his shoes for Him. He will baptize ywith the Holy
Spirit and with fire. He will come ready to clete grain. He will
separate the good grain into His barn. And helwith the part that
is not good.” (Matthew 3:11-12) John the Baptdd them Jesus
was coming and that Jesus would Judge the woddid Grandpa.

o

e

Song: The Wise Man
Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:11
Question: Did John the Baptist know Jesus was gmi(Yes)



Friday

Mary was laying by the creek when all of a sudgeckup
truck after pickup truck came by. They stopped amdowd of
people came to the edge of the creek. They sang songs and
Preacher Cliff and a man walked out into the creleteacher
Cliff took the man and put him under the water.efwone gath-
ered together at the shoreline and sang some rmongs sThey
stayed a few more minutes and then everyone dnoag.a

Mary walked to the barn, Gertrude was there cleani
Mary told her about the sight that she saw withaBiner Cliff put-
ting the man underwater.

“That is how someone gives their life to God,’idsa
Gertrude.

“l had never seen that before,” said Mary.

“Our Baptism is different than John the Baptisitie Bible



says that our baptism helps us start over and \gaslresins
away. (See Acts 2:38) Even Jesus was baptizedeteived
the baptism of John. Jesus came to John the Baptisasked
to be baptized. John didn’t want to baptize JeJue Bible
says, ‘...John tried to say that he was not good gmdal bap-
tize Jesus. John said, Why do you come to me tmptazed?

| should be baptized by you! Jesus answered.tlbet this way
for now. We should do all things that are rigitylatthew 3:14
-15) John agreed and baptized Jesus. After Jessibap-
tized, the sky opened and the Holy Spirit came dowdesus
like a dove. A voice from heaven said, ‘This is 8yn and |
love Him. | am very pleased with Him'. (Matthewl3),”

said Gertrude.

Song: The Lord’s Army

Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:16

Question: At first, did John the Baptist want apbze Jesus?
(No, but Jesus told him that it had to be donaitfillfwhat is
right)



Saturday

Gertrude came walking into the barn and there Saams eat-
Ing some oats that he wasn’t supposed to eat.

“Sam Donkey, what are you doing!” said Gertrude.

Sam pointed his head to the ground looking sael kirew
he wasn’t supposed to eat the oats and he also thragwiis mom
was going to make oatmeal cookies with the oa¢s thiat day.

“l don’t know why | do bad things. There are sarm bad
things | think about doing that | don’t do, but setrmes | do
them,” said Sam.

“Jesus was tempted but He didn’t sin. The deasihe to
tempt Jesus. Jesus went without eating for faaysd The devil
said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these rotkbecome
bread.” (Matthew 4:3) Jesus answered and $aid,not just
bread that keeps people alive. People’s lives diéparwhat God
says’. (Matthew 4:4) The Devil took Jesus to Salem and they



went to a high place on the Temple. The devil sHigou are
the son of God, jump off. Why? Because it is wntin the
Scriptures, ‘God will command his angels for yand their
hands will catch you, so that you will not hit ydaot on a
rock.” (Matthew 4.6) Jesus answered and sai@|sib says in
the Scriptures, You must not test the Lord your 'G¢Matthew
4:7) After that the Devil took Jesus to the to@ohountain.
The Bible says, ‘The devil showed Jesus all thgd#ams of the
world, and all the great things that are in thasg#oms. The
devil said, if you will bow down and worship mewill give you
all these things.” (Matthew 4:8-9) Jesus answaratisaid, ‘Go
away from me, Satan! It is written in the ScrigtsirYou must
worship the Lord your God. Serve only Him.” (Mwedtv 4:10-
11) Satan tried to tempt Jesus but Jesus refodetldw the
devil. You are tempted by the devil too, but yain cefuse to
follow him just like Jesus,” said Gertrude.

Song: Gospel Chariot

Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:11

Question: Was Jesus tempted like we are temp¥d® and
worse)



