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Monday 

 There was a family of donkeys that lived on a farm between 
the towns of Cement and Cyril.  There was a mom and a dad.  The 
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name was Horace.  There 
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sam.  There was 
also Grandma and Grandpa, their names were Raymond and Doris.  
Finally there was also an orphan donkey that lived with them. His 
name was Oliver.  
 
 Sam was a good donkey but sometimes he could also be a lazy 
donkey.  One morning Sam knew that his mom was looking for him 
because Farmer Smith wanted to do some plowing.  Plowing was 
hard work and Sam didn’t want to be found.  When they went to the 
barn, Sam would head to the pasture.  When they went to the pas-



ture, Sam would go to the feeding trough.  After this went on for 
some time, Grandpa saw Sam hiding behind the feeding trough. 
 
 “What are you doing?”  asked Grandpa. 
 
 “I know it’s wrong Grandpa, but I was hiding so I wouldn’t 
have to plow,”  said Sam. 
 
 “That is terrible Sam.  Laziness is a shameful thing,”  said 
Grandpa. 
 
 “Plowing is so hard Grandpa.  I’m sorry,”  said Sam. 
 
 “Sometimes things that need to be done are hard.  You are act-
ing like the prophet Jonah.  God asked Jonah to do something hard.  
God wanted Jonah to preach to the city of Nineveh.  God told Jonah, 
‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wick-
edness has come before Me”.  (Jonah 1:2)  Jonah knew what God 
wanted but he also knew that it would be hard.  Jonah ran away.  He 
went and got on a boat that was going to Tarshish.  Jonah thought he 
could run away from God.  God caused a huge storm to hit the ship.  
The ship was tossed around on the waves until it started to break 
apart.  The sailors were afraid and they were praying,  but Jonah was 
sleeping.  The captain of the ship said, ‘How is it that you are sleep-
ing? Get up, call on your god.  Perhaps your god will be concerned 
about us so that we will not perish’  (Jonah 1:6).  The great storm hit 
Jonah’s ship but he still didn’t decide to go to Nineveh and preach 
God’s Word,”  said Grandpa. 
 

Song:  Jesus Loves Me 
Scripture Reading:  Jonah 1:3 
Question:  Where did God want Jonah to preach?  (Nineveh) 
 



Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mary was by the creek watching Farmer Smith fish.  After a 
while, his fishing pole bent way back and he started to strain. 
 
 “This is going to be a big one,”  he said as he worked to real 
the fish in.   
 
 Mary watched Farmer Smith struggle.  Pretty soon out came a 
fish about the size of a feed sack.   
 
         “I thought it must have been a carp,”  said Farmer Smith as he 
threw it back into the water. 
 
 Mary left and went back to the barn.  She burst through the 
doors and said, “Mom, I’ve seen the biggest fish ever”.   
 
 “How big was it?” asked Gertrude. 
 



 “It was huge,”  said Mary.  
 
 “Do you remember the story of Jonah?”  asked Gertrude. 
 
 “Kind of,”  said Mary. 
 
 “Well, Jonah was told by God to preach to the city of Nineveh 
but Jonah wouldn’t go.  God caused a huge storm to hit the boat 
where Jonah was.  The crew cast lots to see who’s fault it was that 
the boat was sinking.  The lot fell on Jonah.  The crew of the boat 
asked Jonah, ‘What should we do to you that the sea may become 
calm for us?”  (Jonah 1:11)  Jonah told them, ‘Pick me up and throw 
me into the sea.  Then the sea will become calm for you, for I know 
that on account of me this great storm has come upon you.’  (Jonah 
1:12)    The men didn’t want to throw Jonah into the water so they 
rowed trying to make it to land but they couldn’t make it.    The men 
on the boat prayed, ‘We earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish 
on account of this man’s life and do not put innocent blood on us; for 
You, O Lord, have done as You have pleased’.  (Jonah 1:14)  They 
took Jonah and threw him into the water.  God had a huge fish come 
and swallow Jonah,”  said Gertrude. 
 
 “That sure must have been a big fish,”  said Mary. 
 
 “It sure must have been,”  said Gertrude. 
 

Song:  Jesus Loves The Little Children. 
Scripture Reading:  Jonah 1:13-14 
Question:  What did the crew have to do to make the storm go away?  
(They had to throw Jonah into the water) 
 

 



Thursday 
 
 Oliver was playing in one of 
Farmer Smith’s granaries when the 
door blew shut and locked.  Now 
when the door was opened there 
was enough light to see easily but 
when the door closed the inside of 
the granary was completely dark. 
 
 Oliver went over to the door 
and tried to open  it, but there was 
no use.  The latch was on the out-
side and when the door shut, it fell 
down and latched.   
 
 “Help me, Help me,” Oliver 
yelled.  Oliver was scared of the dark and being trapped in a dark 
granary was scary. 
 
 Oliver yelled and yelled until his voice was just about to quit 
working and that was when Oliver prayed.  He asked God for help.  
It was just about at the point when Oliver said amen, that Farmer 
Smith opened the door to the Granary.  He happened to be needing 
some grain to feed with. 
 
 “How did you get stuck in here?  Well, out you go,”  Farmer 
Smith said as he backed away from the door and let Oliver run by.  
Oliver ran straight to the donkey barn. 
 
 He told Horace everything that happened and how he yelled 
and yelled but nobody came.  He also told how soon as he finished 
praying, here came Farmer Smith. 
 



 “You sure are blessed today Oliver.  Farmer Smith doesn’t feed 
out of that granary very often.  I am proud of you for praying when 
you were scared.  That is what God tells us to do.  Do you remember 
the story of Jonah?  Imagine how scary it was in the stomach of that 
big fish.  Do you know what Jonah did?  He prayed too. He prayed 
from the belly of a big fish.  Jonah said, ‘I called out of my distress to 
the Lord, and He answered me.  I cried for help from the depth of 
Sheol; You heard my voice…’  (Jonah 2:2-3)  When Jonah was fin-
ished praying the fish spit Jonah out on dry land.  God heard Jonah’s 
prayer,”  said Horace. 
 
 “I didn’t like being stuck in a dark place, but how terrible would 
it be to be stuck in a fish’s belly,”  said Oliver. 
 
 “I imagine it smelled pretty bad,”  said Horace. 
 
Song:  The Wise Man 
Scripture Reading:  Jonah 2:10 
Question:  Did God hear Jonah’s prayer?  (Yes, and the fish spit him 
up.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In the morning, Oliver walked by the goat pen.  Tina the 
goat came out and started picking on Oliver. 
 
 “Why in the world did we need another funny looking Don-
key?” said Tina. 
 
 Tina went on and on picking on Oliver until he told her, 
“You are mean and hateful.  Stop saying those things.  You are 
hurting my feelings,”  said Oliver. 
 
 Sam and Scott watched to see what Tina would do, but she 
didn’t do what they thought.  She looked ashamed and said, “I’m 
sorry.  I didn’t mean to hurt your feelings.” 
 
 Later that day the donkeys got together to have supper. 
 
 Sam said, “Dad I wouldn’t believe it if I hadn’t heard it with 



my own ears.  Tina apologized.  It was amazing”.  
 
 “I’m not surprised, sometimes people change.  Remember 
Jonah.  He didn’t want to preach to Nineveh, but after he was 
swallowed by a big fish he did it anyway. He told them, ‘Yet forty 
days and Nineveh will be overthrown’.  (Jonah 3:4)  The strange 
thing was that the people of Nineveh believed Jonah.  They 
stopped eating because they were so sad and they also put on 
sackcloth clothes.  Even the King was sad that they were not fol-
lowing God.    The King said, ‘But both man and beast must be 
covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly that 
each may turn from his wicked way and from the violence which 
is in his hands.  Who knows, God may turn and relent and with-
draw His burning anger so that we will not perish’.  (Jonah 3:8-9)  
God saw that they were sorry and that they changed, so God de-
cided not to destroy Nineveh,”  said Horace. 
 
Song:  The Lord’s Army 
Scripture Reading:  Jonah 3:2-3 
Question:  Did the people of Nineveh try to do better, when Jonah 
told them that God was going to destroy the city?  (Yes, even the 
King) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On Saturday Scott got in trouble.  He had got caught eating 
a oatmeal cookie that Gertrude had made for the lady donkeys that 
were coming over to visit.   Gertrude told him he had to stay in 
the house all day and couldn’t go out to play.  Scott hated staying 
inside and after that he wouldn’t even hardly look at his mom.  He 
pouted all day.  After the ladies went home, Gertrude sat down 
with Scott. 
 
 “Scott, I just want you to know pouting doesn’t work with 
me.  Your welcome to keep on doing it, but I like to know your 
punishment is upsetting to you.  I want it to be, but I also want 
you to know that pouting isn’t pretty and you just make yourself 
look bad.  You’re acting like Jonah.  He preached to the people in 
Nineveh and they listened.  Because they listened, God decided 



not to destroy the city.  This made Jonah very upset with God.  He 
wanted God to destroy the city.  Jonah was so sad that he told God 
that he wanted to die.  That was when Jonah went outside of the 
city and pouted.  He just sat there.  After a while God made a plant 
grown up beside Jonah and it gave Jonah shade and it wasn’t as hot.  
Jonah was happy about the plant, but God also made a worm go 
and chew on the plant and it fell down.  God then told Jonah, ‘Do 
you have good reason to be angry about the plant?’  Jonah an-
swered, ‘I have good reason to be angry, even to death’.  (Jonah 
3:9)  God said, ‘You had compassion on the plant for which you did 
not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up 
overnight and perished overnight.  Should I not have compassion 
on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 
persons who do not know the difference between their right and 
their left hand, as well as many animals?’  (Jonah 3:10-11)  Pouting 
wasn’t pretty when Jonah did it and I want you to know it is ugly 
when you do it too,”  said Gertrude. 
 
Song:  The Gospel Chariot 
Scripture Reading:  Jonah 4:8 
Question:  What died that made Jonah said?  (A plant) 


