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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a faetween
the towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a momaaddd. The
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name waseloiEhere
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sdrare was
also Grandma and Grandpa, their names were Rayamh®oris.
Finally, there was also an orphan donkey that lwéd them, his
name was Oliver.

In the morning Sam watched as a lady drove uphilaek car.
She stopped her car and walked up to Farmer Snhithise. Sam
looked puzzled while the woman asked all kindsudsiions. Sam
thought she was the nosiest lady he had ever met.

Later that day at supper, Sam told his dad, “I| thetnhosiest
woman | had ever seen”.



“Why do you say that?” asked Horace.

“She asked Farmer Smith about a hundred questicas
Sam.

“Oh, she’s with the Census Department. It's lobrtp find out
those questions,” said Horace.

“It just seems nosy to me,” said Sam.

“There have been censuses for a long time. Evé&ndle
times. Mary and Joseph had to go to the city eépb’s family be-
cause Caesar Augustus had called for a censusphlass from the
family of David , so he went to the city of Davidlled Bethlehem.
When they got there, there weren’t any rooms to $erthey ended
up staying in a barn. While they were stayinghia barn, it became
time for Mary to have her baby. After her baby Wwasn, she put
cloths around him and laid him in a box they usetted animals.
Because of the census, Jesus was born in a bdra eity of Bethle-
hem. By God'’s providence, Jesus was born in Be#nte Back in
the Old Testament it was prophesied that the Miessauld be born
in Bethlehem. It says, ‘But you Bethlehem Ephrhtlae the small-
est town in Judah. Your family is almost too sn@altount, But the
‘Ruler of Israel’ will come from you for Me” (Mida5:2) God used
the census to cause the Word to be fulfilled asdigéo be born in
Bethlehem,” said Horace.

Song: Silent Night
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:4
Question: What city was Jesus born in? (Bethlghem



Tuesday

Sam was out in the
barnyard talking to some
sheep when he said, “boy
the birth of Jesus sure is an
amazing story”.

A sheep named Cla-
rence said, ‘It is and sheep
were some of the first ani-
mals to know that the
Messiah was born’.

“How is that?” asked Sam.

“There was a shepherd taking care of his sheamht, when
all of a sudden there was an Angel. The shephasdreally afraid.
The angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid, because | anmigh/ou some good
news. It will make all the people very happy. dpgour Savior
was born in David’s town. He is Christ, the Lorthis is how you
will know Him: You will find a baby wrapped in dios and lying in
a feeding box.” (Luke 2:10-12) After the angdbdghat, the sky
filled with angels saying, ‘Give glory to God ind&en, and on earth
peace to the people that please God. (Luke 2:14e shepherds
went to see Jesus and told Mary and Joseph whantjgls said.
The Bible says Mary, ‘Mary hid these things in heart.” (Luke
2:19) That is why sheep were some of the firstnaifs to know
about Jesus,” said Clarence.

Song: Jesus Loves Me

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:13

Question: What did the Shepherds see while theg taking care
of their sheep? (Angels)



Thursday

One evening Sam, Scott, Mary and Oliver were lgymthe
grass and looking up at the stars. Grandpa saw émel went over
and laid down beside them. While they were layimaye a bright
shooting star streaked across the sky.

“Wow!” said Sam.

“That was amazing,” said Scott.

“I've never seen anything like it,” said Oliver.

“Along time ago, there was a star that came andegl the
Maji,” said Grandpa.

“Really Grandpa, can you tell us the story?” aksktary.



“Sure. There were some wise men that lived inuntry east
of Judah. A star started shining in the sky amdwise men thought
it was a sign that a new king had been born inlQuddey traveled
to Judah and met with King Herod. King Herod wasywupset that
there would be another king replace him. He cdtisdeligious
people together to find out where the Messiah woeldorn. They
told him the Messiah would be born in Bethlehene tbld the wise
men, ‘Look carefully for the child. When you finadhin come tell
me so | can worship him too." (Matthew 2:8). Idally didn’t
want to worship Jesus, he wanted to kill him beeddsrod was
evil and didn’t want to have another king. Theawsen went and
worshipped Jesus and took him gifts of gold, franknse, and
myrrh. They were joyful at seeing Jesus, but digo’back and talk
to Herod, because God warned them in a dream. waoaked Jo-
seph to take Jesus to Egypt and while they weEgypt, Herod’s
men came to Bethlehem and killed every boy thattwasyears old
or younger. When it was safe, an angel told themas safe to re-
turn and they went and moved to a town called Nahdr said
Grandpa.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:19

Question: Why did Joseph, Mary and Jesus movgypt2 (Herod
was trying to kill Him)



Friday

Grandpa was reading his Bible
by the creek when Sam came walking

up.

“Grandpa, did Mary and Joseph
know that Jesus was going to die on
the cross?” asked Sam.

“Well, Mary and Joseph went to
the Synagogue so they would have
known about the prophesies that talked
about Jesus and his death, but also
when they were in the Temple with the
baby Jesus they saw a man named
Simeon. God had told Simeon that he wouldn't diel lne saw the
Messiah. When Simeon saw Jesus he said, ‘Now, lyoud can let
me, your servant, die in peace as you said. Wittomy eyes | have
seen your salvation, which you prepared beforpemble. It is a light
for the non-Jewish people to see and an honordor geople, the Is-
raelites." (Luke 2:29-32) It must have reallyrechMary and Joseph
to hear what Simeon said next. He said, “Goddhasen this child
to cause the fall and rise of many in Israel. Hi lva a sign from
God that many people will not acc&pgo that the thoughts of many
will be made known. And the things that will happeii make your
heart sad, too." (Luke 2:34) | am sure Mary amskph didn’t like to
think about it, but they could have known,” saidadpa.

Song: The Wise Man
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:34
Question: Did Simeon know Jesus was the Mess(&k?3)



Saturday

Sam walked up to
Grandpa’s stall. Grandpa
was taking a nap.

“Grandpa, are you
awake?” Sam asked.

There was no answer so
Sam said it a little louder,
“Grandpa, are you awake?”.

Finally Sam said in almost a shout, “Grandpa yaie
awake?”

“What do you need Sam?” asked Grandpa.

“Were there any other people who noticed Jesustheas
Messiah when He was a baby?” asked Sam.

“There were some. One woman was named Annawdke
very faithful and spent her time in the Temple pmgyand wor-
shipping God. Her husband had died 84 years befwodesver
since she just stayed in the Temple and prayedileviey were
there, she told people that Jesus was the Messsaig’ Grandpa.

Song: The Lord’s Army

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:36-37

Question: What did Anna do with her time? (Sheypd and
worshipped God).



