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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a fletween
the towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a momaaddd. The
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name waseloiEhere
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sdrare was
also grandma and grandpa, their names were Rayamh®oris.
Finally there was also an orphan donkey that Iwet them. His
name was Oliver.

The day was special because it was Gertrudeisdaiyt Sam,
Scott, Mary and Oliver found an empty room in tiag barn and
decorated it for Gertrude’s birthday. They strimgether cans and
made streamers that hung from the ceiling. They tdok wild
flowers and nearly covered the floor with them.efidhwas one



problem however. Gertrude knew it was her birthaiag didn’t like
surprises or birthday parties.

At first Sam tried to get her to come to the bdilom, | need
you to help me bring some hay to the house,” Saiah.

“Ask your father,” said Gertrude smiling.

Next Mary came in and said, “Mom, | need your halthe
barn”.

“Whatever you need, find someone else. | am bussid
Gertrude.

One by one they came in and tried to talk Gertinttegoing
to the barn, but one by one they failed until aloage Oliver.

“Oh please mom, won't you come to the barn?” asRider.

Finally, Gertrude came walking into the door amdrgone
yelled, “Surprise”.

“A party for me,” said Gertrude.

“We know you knew. You don’t have to pretenddidsMary,
Sam and Scott.

“Well, I was trying to be like Nehemiah. When Nahiah and
the people of Israel finished rebuilding the wallslerusalem, San-
ballat and Geshem were very upset. They decid&l tdehemiah.
They sent a message to Nehemiah and it said, ‘Cletngs meet to-
gether at Cherphirim in the plain of Ono’. (Nehamb:2) Nehe-
miah knew that it was a trick and that they realfnted to kill him.
He sent a message back to them that said, ‘| angdogreat work



and | cannot come down. Why should the work stopeal leave it
and come down to you?’ (Nehemiah 6:3) Four tithey sent a
message asking Nehemiah to come and Nehemiatvatildn’t
come. Sanballet then sent a message accusing Ng¢hand Israel
of rebelling against the king. Nehemiah said, t5tlings as you
are saying have not been done, but you are invgitiiem in your
own mind’. (Nehemiah 6:8) | knew you guys weleking my to
get me to the party and | just wanted you to hawsdrk at it,” said
Gertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves Me

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 6:8

Question: Why wouldn’t Nehemiah meet with Sanhalad Ge-
shem? (He knew that it was a trap and that theytewdkto kill him.)



Tuesday

One day while Mary and Sam were resting in tha bidey
heard a loud thump.

“What was that Mary?” asked Sam.

They walked over to where the noise was comingfrdt was
the window. And they saw what was causing theerofs sparrow
kept flying into the window.

Grandpa walked over and opened the window. Thecw
flew around a little and then went out the fronbdo



“Why was he doing that Grandpa?” asked Mary.

“He couldn’t see the window. Some things in i have to
look real hard to see,” said Grandpa.

“What things are hard to see Grandpa?” asked Mary

“Well the wind is hard to see and God is hardge.sWhen
you look back on your life, you can tell he hasaje/been there but
a lot of times you don’t notice him. He is inviipbut he is also
always there. The Bible says he looks for you wyamare lost
and helps you find the right direction. God alkamges things to
make His will happen. Remember Nehemiah and theilcéng of
the wall. Sanballat and Geshem did everything twayd to stop
Nehemiah and the people of Israel, but they wemdri# to. The
Bible says, ‘So the wall was completed on the tyifth day of
the month Elul, in fifty-two days. When all oureanies heard of it,
and all the nations surrounding us saw it, theytlosir confidence;
for they recognized that this work had been acc@hetl with the
help of our God.” (Nehemiah 6:15-16) God helpezhdmiah and
the workers but a lot of them probably didn’t evextice God’s
help,” said Grandpa.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children.

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 6:16

Question: Why did the enemies of Nehemiah andstaelites
loose their confidence? (They saw that the workebtiilding Jeru-
salem’s walls was done by God)



Thursday

One morning Oliver watched Farmer Smith get ih® pickup
truck and drive away.

“Why does Farmer Smith always leave every Sundasnm
ing?” asked Oliver.

“Sunday, is the day Jesus rose from the deadladtaras killed
by the Romans. People in the church all over tbddameet on Sun-
day to hear God's word, pray, sing, and share themey to help the
church and the poor,” said Grandpa.

“He sure is gone a long time,” said Oliver.

“He is usually just gone a couple hours Sundaynngrand an
hour Sunday evening. Do you remember Nehemiah@adtthe peo-



ple of Israel together and they got together imtfiaf the Water
Gate. There he had Ezra read the entire bookedfdlv. The Bi-
ble says, ‘He read from it before the square wiaek in front of
the Water Gate from early morning until middaythe presence
of men and women, those who could understand; kiltegpeo-
ple were attentive to the book of the law.” (NelemB8:3) When
Ezra opened the book, all the people stood up. pElogle bowed
their faces to the ground and worshipped God. Aeactaught
the word of God. The Bible says, ‘They read frdm book, from
the law of God, translating to give the sense abttiey under-
stood the reading.” (Nehemiah 8:8) The peoplbeyad together
to hear God’s Word being read. That is what theacmand
Farmer Smith do. They gather together to liste@da’s word
and do what God's words says,” said Grandpa.

Song: The Wise Man

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 8:5-6

Question: What did the people do when Ezra opémedlVord of
God? (They stood up)



Friday

Scott and Sam slipped out of the barn and werkimglaround
the calf lot. Sometimes cows sleep standing uptlaeyl started
walking up to the cows and pushing them over. Tiesy done this
two or three times when Farmer Smith came out¢ondeat was
happening. He didn’'t see who it was. All he sagreMwo donkey
tails running towards the barn. The next day Hermaed Gertrude
had all the young donkeys sitting down and theyevasking which
one had been mean to the cows the night beforéirsdScott and
Sam didn’t say anything, but after a while they feblly guilty.

“We did it,” they said together.
“Why did you do such a thing?” asked Gertrude.

“One of the horses said it was funny,” said Scott



“Well | am glad you confessed to it. It would leglyeen
better if you had confessed earlier. Remember M&tte After
the people heard the law that Ezra read to theay, Were sad
about their sin. The Bible says, ‘Now on the tweiaurth day
of the month the sons of Israel assembled withrfigsin sack-
cloth and with dirt upon them. The descendanisrakel sepa-
rated themselves from all foreigners, and stoodcamfessed
their sins and iniquities of their fathers. Whitey stood in
their place, they read from the book of the lawhaf Lord their
God for a fourth of the day; and for another fouht@y con-
fessed and worshiped the Lord their God’. (Neh&rfid -3)
Israel was ready to change. Imagine how much i¢tmeould
have been if they would have changed earlier. gidual thing is
they confessed their sins and were sorry. You gliysvrong,
but | am glad you confessed. You need to confe§xod too,”
said Gertrude.

Song: The Lord’s Army
Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 9:1-2
Question: Were the Israelites sorry that they$iaded? (Yes)



Saturday

One day there was a neighbor visiting Farmer Sntith
had a new goose for the farm. Oliver saw FarmetiSnand him
a piece of paper and then the neighbor left thesgoo

“What'’s that?” asked Oliver.

“That's a check. Farmer Smith paid for the goaga it,’
said Horace.

“Is it money?” asked Oliver.

“No, it’s a little different. It promises to givie neighbor
money that Farmer Smith keeps in the bank,” sachEe.

“What if Farmer Smith writes a check and thereas
money,” said Oliver.



“If Farmer Smith signed it, he would go to jaiytd~armer
Smith would never do that. It is kind of like theople of Israel.
They heard Ezra read the law and they confessadsihs to God,
but they also did something else. The Bible s&N®w because of
this we are making an agreement in writing; Andlomsealed
document are the names of our leaders, our Leaitdsour
priests.” (Nehemiah 9:38) They agreed to follb tommand-
ments of God and the leaders of the people signethie people
agreed to follow God’'s commandments. The promias abless-
ing but also a curse. It was a blessing if thgyt K&od’s words and
commandments, but it also was a curse. They khatthey didn’t
have an excuse if they didn’t follow God,” saidrdce.

Song: Gospel Chariot

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 10:28-29

Question: What did the Israelites promise to @B8llow God's
commandments)



