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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a féaetween
the towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a momaaddd. The
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name waseloiEhere
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sdmare was
also grandma and grandpa, their names were Rayamh®oris.
Finally there was also an orphan donkey that Iwét them, his
name was Oliver.

The four little donkeys were bored one day.

“What do you think we should do today?”, said kar
“Let’s play a game,” said Oliver.

“I'm tired of games. Let’s do something nice aic Scott.

“l know. Let’s rebuild the chicken coup that badxdown,”
said Mary.



“That’s a great idea,” said Sam.

The young donkeys worked hard and started to e bue
chicken coop. Everything was going well when theks$ noticed
that the chicken house was being rebuilt.

“Chickens don’t need a house. Watch, they’llé@gs any-
where,” said Harry the goose.

Soon all the geese were chasing and being medang Sam,
Scott and Oliver. It wasn’t very long until thesvge up and walked
back to the barn. They all had peck marks all dveir legs.

“What happened to you?” asked Gertrude.

“Those mean geese attacked us because they dianttus re-
building the chicken coop,” said Mary.

“Geese can sure be mean. That reminds me o$taelites in
the time of Ezra. There was a man by the namesbuR. He was a
commander and he had the scribe Shimshai writdea te King Ar-
taxerxes. He told about the people of Israel iding the temple

and told the king that he thought it was dangerdiis.said, ...let

it be known to the king that the Jews who cameramfyou
have come to us at Jerusalem; they are rebuittimgebel-
lious and evil city and are finishing the walls aegairing
the foundations.” (Ezra 4:12) He also told thegkihat if
they rebuilt their walls and the temple, they wordbdel from
the King. The king listened to him and stoppedwioek on
the Temple. He said, ‘So, now issue a decree terttese
men stop work, that this city may not be rebuiltiluandecree



Is issued by me. Beware of be negligent in cagyuat this
matter; why should damage increase to the detrimfethie
kings.” (Ezra 4:21-22) The work on the Templggted for
a while. What you guys need to do is decide itifkelng the
chicken coop is the right thing to do. Ifitig d. If they
fight, let the feathers fly,” said Gertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves You

Scripture Reading: Ezra 4:24

Question: Did Rehum like the Israelites? (Nothaught
they were rebellious.)



Tuesday

Mary, Scott, Sam and Oliver
started to work on the chicken coop
again. They worked and worked.
After a while a group of geese
came over.

“I thought you learned your
lesson yesterday. I'm going to have
to bite you again,” said Harry the
goose.

“If you bite me, | going to
kick you in the tail feathers so hard
that you are going to come out a
pillow,” said Mary.
“You wouldn’t dare,” said Harry as all the gessarted to
hiss.
“I would,” said Sam and Scott.
“Me too,” said Oliver.

“I'm going to have to have a word with your motfiesaid
Harry.

“Go ahead. She’s the one that told us to dosgid Mary.

Harry and the rest of the geese looked angrytHayt slowly
walked away.

Mary, Scott, Sam and Oliver finished building tiewv coop.



After cleaning up, they went back home to the dgrikan.
“You guys sure look tired,” said Gertrude.

“It worked, mom. We stood up to the geese any baeked
down,” said Sam.

“Evil geese aren’t nearly as strong as good doskéfter a
while the Israelites went back to work too. Thepirets Haggai
and Zechariah taught the people of Israel and Zaiodl started to
rebuild the Temple. The governor of the area askenh, ‘Who is-
sued you a decree to rebuild this temple and telfithis struc-
ture?” (Ezra 5:3) The people didn't stop buildihg Temple and
the governor wrote and asked the king what toTwe people of Is-
rael told the king that, ‘...in the first year of @yrking of Babylon,
King Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this housead.” (Ezra
5:13) King Darius looked in the letters that wstered and he
found the letter giving the Israelites permissioitild the temple.
The king said, ‘Leave this work on the house of Glmhe; let the
governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jewsldethis house of
God on the site’. (Ezra 6:7) The king also shat if someone
doesn’t listen to this order that a log be takemfihis house and be
stabbed through him. So the Israelites once agjanted to rebuild
the Temple,” said Gertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children.

Scripture Reading: Ezra 6:1-2

Question: Did King Darius find the order from Kiyrus allow-
ing the Israelites to rebuild the Temple? (Yes)



Thursday

Horace was walking through the barnyard with Slaenrtext
day and they passed by the new chicken coop.

“You guys sure did a good job on that,” said Hera

“It was hard and the geese caused all kinds dilpras, but we
finally finished it,” said Sam.

“You know the Israelites finally finished the Telapgoo. The
people carried out the letter of King Darius aneytbuilt the Temple
according to the words of the prophets Haggai asxchdriah. They
appointed Levites to be priests and they held #ss®&ver meal. The
Bible says, ‘Then they appointed the priests tar tiigisions and the



Levites in their orders for the service of God émukalem, as it is
written in the book of Moses.’ (Ezra 6:18) Yowfalid a fine job
helping the chickens. | am so proud of you,” ddaface.

Song: The Lord’s Army
Scripture Reading: Ezra 6:15
Question: What tribe of Israel were the priests? (Levi)



Friday

Mary and Sam were walking through the pastureeyTiked
to eat hay from Farmer Smith, but sometimes thHeadlito go
through the pasture and eat the wild grasseshéswere walking,
they saw a bunch of green leaves on a vine. Tan&eay, they
looked delicious. As Sam was about to bite ineaithGrandpa
yelled, “Stop”.

“What's wrong grandpa?” asked Sam.

“That’s poison ivy. It would have made you telyisick,”
said Grandpa.

“l sure do thank you for stopping us Grandpa. ¥ate are
smart. You know so much about everything. Howyaid learn so
much?” asked Sam.

“| studied and every chance | got, | asked qoestabout stuff
| didn’t know. It is just like Ezra. He loved Gaehd wanted to do
things right. So he traveled to Jerusalem andetiu@od’s word.
The Bible says, ‘For Ezra had set his heart toysthd law of the
Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statatas$ ordinances in
Israel’. (Ezra 6:10) | know you don't like to sty but knowing
stuff sure comes in handy,” said Grandpa.

“I guess it can sure keep you from eating poisgt isaid
Sam.

Song: The Wise Man
Scripture Reading: Ezra 6:10
Question: What did Ezra study? (God’s law)



Saturday

Oliver and Gertrude took a walk to the creek.

“Ma, | was wondering if the Israelites that werade to
leave Judah ever got to go home?” asked Oliver.

“Well King Artaxerxes gave orders that any of treople
of Israel could go home. He sent a messagera. Exaid, ‘|
have issued a decree that any of the people dllaral their
priests and the Levites in my kingdom who are wglto go to
Jerusalem, may go with you.’” (Ezra 6:14) The Kahgp al-
lowed the people of Israel to govern their own dounHe told
Ezra, ‘You, Ezra, according to the wisdom of yowdG@vhich is



In your hand, appoint magistrates and judges et imay judge
all the people who are in the province beyond thveiRReven all
those who know the laws of your God; and you magheanyone
who is ignorant of them.” (Ezra 6:25) The peapliésrael who
wanted to, could finally go home.” Said Gertrude.

Song: Gospel Chariot
Scripture Reading: Ezra 6:10
Question: Did the King allow the Israelites tolgume? (Yes)



