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Monday

There was a family of
donkeys that lived on a farm
between the towns of Cement
and Cyril. There was a mom
and a dad. The mom’s name
was Gertrude and the dad’s
name was Horace. There were
three young donkeys named
Mary, Scott and Sam. There
was also Grandma and
Grandpa, their names were
Raymond and Doris. Finally,
there was an orphan donkey
that lived with them, his name
was Oliver.

One day Gertrude and Horace allowed Oliver to dpka
night with the goats in the goat pen. That evemitgud yell could
be heard in the barn.

“Help! Help!” came booming through the barn.
\

Gertrude and Horace both jumped up and ran tddbe of
the barn and there was Oliver.

“What's wrong Oliver?” asked Gertrude.

“l saw a ghost,” said Oliver.

“Where did you hear that word Oliver,” said Hagac



“Tina the goat was telling scary stories and ohthem was
about a ghost at the barn,” said Oliver.

“I've lived here a long time and | have never saagghost.
Tina was just trying to scare you,” said Horace.

“Ghosts are usually in peoples imagination. Aluyhave to do
is find out what they really are. Usually youiihdl out that it was
something simple like a bag blowing in the windsomething like
that. But since you like scary stories, let meyell one. Remember
Daniel was a young man in Judah when Babylon indaohel took
all the smartest and good looking men back to BabyDaniel was
taken there and served King Nebuchadnezzar. Aiéuchadnez-
zar died, Belshazzar became king. One day Belshalecided to
have a party. When the Babylonians conquered Jernghey had
taken the plates and cups out of the Temple anabimahem back
to Babylon. Well King Belshazzar decided to thrawarty and use
the cups from the Temple. This made God angne Bible says,
‘Suddenly the fingers of a man’s hand emerged a&aghb writing
opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wwdah@king’s palace,
and the king saw the back of the hand that didwthigng.” (Daniel
5:5) King Belshazzar was so afraid that his krimsggan shaking so
much that his knees knocked together. The king &chtd know
what the words meant that were written on the walie words were
Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. The king’s wise rd&mn’t under-
stand what the words meant. King Belshazzar wascbind
wanted to know what was written on the wall,” s@ertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves Me
Scripture Reading: Daniel 4:7-8
What did King Belshazzar see on the wall? (A htoad was writ-

ing)



Tuesday

Mary was running
through the pasture in the
morning when she saw a cor-
ner of a piece of paper stick-
ing out through the ground.

She pulled it out, and looked

atit. Now, Mary, Sam,

Oliver and Scott could all

read. They had school with

Gertrude in the barn, but

Mary sounded each word on

the letter out, but still didn’t

understand what the words were saying. The Iséigl, “La pre-
sente es con el fin de saludarte y darte las grgaael precioso
florero que me has enviado de regalo”.

Mary took the letter to her mom. “Mom, | caréad this, can
you?”.

“This is written in Spanish. There is a countoyith of Texas
called Mexico and they speak Spanish there. Tierlsays, ‘This is
just to say hello and also to let you know thatdaived the beautiful
vase you sent me as a gift.",” said Gertrude.

“I want to learn to speak Spanish too mom. It Wastrating
finding a letter and not being able to tell whatatd,” said Mary.

“Well do you remember King Belshazzar? The hanokte
the words on the wall but no one could tell him wihgy meant.
The queen had heard that Belshazzar was upsehardld the king
about Daniel and how Daniel had told King Nebuclediar what
his dreams meant. The brought Daniel to the kikiqng Belshazzar
offered David all kinds of gifts to tell him whdte words meant, but
Daniel refused them. He said, ‘Keep your giftsyfourself or give
your rewards to someone else; however, | will rigdinscription to



the king and make the interpretation known to hif@aniel 5:17)

He told the King that he had acted proudly and ‘tisimow proper
respect to God. He told him that Mene meant, ‘Gasl numbered
your kingdom and put an end to it". Tekel mea¥viou have been
weighed on the scales and found deficient’. Pereant, “Your
kingdom has been divided and given over to the e the Per-
sians.” After Daniel told the king what the womdeant and how bad
the news was, the king gave Daniel all the giftisrethough Daniel
had refused them. That night King Belshazzar witesdk’ said
Gertrude.

“Wow, that sure was bad news,” said Mary.

“Yep, but at least King Belshazzar didn’t havevionder what
the message said anymore,” said Gertrude.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children

Scripture Reading: Daniel 5:29-30

Question: Was the message good news? (No, ibadsiews for
King Belshazzar)



Thursday

In the afternoon,
Gertrude was handing out
grades for school. Scott
got an “A”. Mary got an
“A”, Oliver got an “A”, but
Sam got a “C".

At first the donkeys
didn’t know what grades
each other received but as
soon as Gertrude was gone,
they all started to compare
grades.

“l can’t believe mom loves you guys more than msdid
Sam.

“Mom doesn’t love us more than you. You didnftrtun your
homework on time once last week. That is why youay“C”,”
said Mary.

“Everyone got an “A” but me,” said Sam as he wafhtry-
ing.

Gertrude saw Sam walking away sad and asked Mtat's
wrong Sam?”.

“You gave me a “C” and everyone else an “A”,” ;s&am.

“You earned a “C”, don't be jealous of their graddf you
don’t like your grade, work harder next time. Thaminds me of a
story. Darius became king after King BelshazzaddiHe chose
120 men to rule over the kingdom. One of those mas Daniel.



The King noticed how talented Daniel was and planieemake him
the ruler over all the kingdom. This made the othéers very jeal-
ous. They wanted to find a way to get Daniel auble. They said,
‘We will not find any ground of accusation agaittss Daniel unless
we find it against him with regard to the law o§l@sod’ (Daniel 6:5)
They talked the king into making a law that eveyamthe kingdom
had to worship King Darius and only him or they \Wble thrown
into the lion’s den. When Daniel heard of the law,prayed and
asked God for help. The bad men found Daniel pgagind told the
king that Daniel had broken the new law. The kiagp sad because
he liked Daniel and King Darius tried to think ofvay to save
Daniel. The bad people said, ‘Recognize, O kihgt it is a law of
the Medes and Persians that no injunction or gatiiich the king
establishes may be changed’. (Daniel 6:15) Afiat the king gave
orders for Daniel to thrown into the Lion’s denhely put him in it
and covered the opening with a stone. The nextltaking came
back to see what happened to Daniel. He yelledni&l, servant of
the living God, has your God, whom you constangisve, been able
to deliver you from the lions?’ (Daniel 6:20) ThBaniel yelled
back, ‘O king, live forever!" (Daniel 6:21) Danimld the king that
God had sent an angel to close up the lions mowirsy Darius was
glad that Daniel was okay and he gave orders tiga¢ il men be
thrown into the lions den. Those were the men whe jealous of
Daniel and caused the king to sign the law andaHdaniel to the li-
ons. The evil men were killed by the lions. Thpseple were jeal-
ous of Daniel because he was more successful legnitere. They
should have just tried harder and they wouldn’tenbeen lion food,”
said Gertrude.,

Song: The Lord’s Army

Scripture Reading: Daniel 6:24

Question: Why did they want to kill Daniel? (Basa the king no-
ticed that Daniel did a better job than the othdisey were jealous.)



Friday

One day Oliver was walking through the barnyard e
looked sad.

“What's wrong Oliver,” said Grandpa.

“l kind of miss the barnyard that | grew up insure hope |
get to see it again someday,” said Oliver.

“I'm sure you will Oliver. Remember the peopleJnfdah.
The Babylonians came in and destroyed Jerusalenoakdhe
smartest and the best looking away to Babylorm kare they
were sad, but one day God allowed them to go bakekeven al-
lowed them to go back and rebuild the temple. Kiygus wrote,
‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord, the Gbdeaven,



has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and &teappointed me
to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Jud@/hoever
there is among you of all His people, may his Gedvith him! Let
him to up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and rdlthié house of the
Lord, the God of Israel; He is the God who is irudalem. Every
survivor, at whatever place he may live, let thenrokthat place
support him with silver and gold, with goods anttleatogether

with a freewill offering for the house of God whihin Jerusalem’.
(Ezra 1:2-4) God helped the Israelites find thnaly back home. |
am sure he will help you too,” said Grandpa.

Song: The Wise Man

Scripture Reading: Ezra 1:1-2

Question: What King allowed the Israelites to gahoto Jerusalem?
(King Cyrus)



Saturday

During school,
Oliver walked up to
Gertrude and said,
“You sure are a good
teacher. | even look
forward to going to
school now. My last
teacher was mean.
That's why | don't
know as much as
other donkeys my
age.”

“You know
Oliver, there will al-
ways be difficult peo-
ple who will make
things harder. Learn-
ing how to deal with
those people is a good
lesson. Nothing worth
doing is ever easy and school is no exception. dRelper the peo-
ple of Judah. God caused King Cyrus to allow thednuild the
temple, but it didn’t make the work easy. It wab kard, and
there were people who tried to stop them. Theme\weople from
other countries that lived in Jerusalem, and thdg'tlike the peo-
ple of Judah. They offered to help build the tesnplut they really
just made things harder every chance they got. Bille says,
‘Then the people of the land discouraged the peobleidah, and
frightened them from building.” (Ezra 4:4) Theyea hired law-
yers to go and see the king and try to talk himadutuilding a
temple in Jerusalem, but the people of Judah dgivé up. It was



hard but they kept trying. You are going to haveeal with peo-
ple that are hard to get along with. Don’t evéthem make you
give up,” said Gertrude.

Song: Gospel Chariot

Scripture Reading: Ezra 4:1-2

Question: Why did their enemies want to help? effWwanted to
make things harder)



