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Monday

There was a family of donkeys that lived on a faetween
the towns of Cement and Cyril. There was a momaaddd. The
mom’s name was Gertrude and the dad’s name waseloiEhere
were three young donkeys named Mary, Scott and Sdrare was
also grandma and grandpa, their names were Rayamh®oris.
Finally there was also an orphan donkey that Iwet them. His
name was Oliver.

The summer weather was slowly changing and theldn
were getting cooler. One evening there was ablerstorm. There
was lighting and thunder.

“What's that?” asked Oliver. He was pointing teteange



cloud that was lower than the rest.

“That’s a tornado. We better get to the centalt,5tsaid
Grandpa as he motioned for them to go to the ceaterof the barn.

The tornado got closer and closer. Grandpa wdttiheee if it
was going to miss them.

“Looks like it got Farmer Brown and he lost hisuke, but |
think it's going to miss us. You guys get youregle We're going to
have a long day tomorrow,” said Grandpa.

While they were getting ready for bed, Sam askedrGde,
“What did Grandpa mean about having a long day toong?”.

“We will be going over to help Farmer Brown,” d&bertrude.
“Is he going to pay Farmer Smith?” asked Sam.

“No. Farmer Smith is just a nice guy. Every tismmeone in
the area has something bad happen, Farmer Smph det. Itis
kind of like Nehemiah. One day Nehemiah asked liewvas for
the people of Israel and for the city of Jerusalétis brother said,
‘The remnant there in the province who surviveddhgtivity are in
great distress and reproach and the wall of Jexosed broken down
and its gates are burned with fire.” (Nehemialh) M#hen Nehe-
miah heard that the Jewish people and Jerusalemivesing a hard
time, he started to cry. The Bible says, ‘| savd@nd wept and
mourned for days; and | was fasting and prayingteethe God of
heaven.” (Nehemiah 1:4) Nehemiah took care okithg and
brought him his drinks. One day the king notideak tNehemiah
was sad. Nehemiah was afraid to tell the king tvbyvas sad. Ne-
hemiah told him that he was sad because his hoohelas de-
stroyed. Then he asked the king, ‘If it pleasekiing and if your



servant has found favor before you, send me tohJudahe city of
my father’s tombs, that | may rebuild it.” (Nehei2:5) The king
allowed Nehemiah to go back to Jerusalem. Nehesaah ‘and the
king granted them to me because the good hand @ odywas on
me.” (Nehemiah 2:8) Nehemiah wasn't just sad abwipeople of
Jerusalem but wanted to do something about itmEaBmith is
more than sad, he will want to help,” said Ger&rud

Song: Jesus Loves Me

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 1:11-12)

Question: What job did Nehemiah do for the Kin@d#e brought
him drinks.)



Tuesday

One day Sam and Scott heard Farmer Smith talkiogtaan
old baseball field that he had in the pasture.

As Sam and Scott were walking away, Scott sai@ntiw
where that softball field is. It's over behind ttedf lot”.

“Yeah, | wandered what that old fence was foidsSam.
“Hey, let’s clean it out for Farmer Smith. He migeven have
softball games there again. That sure would badwmatch,” said

Sam.

Scott and Sam started pulling out small treesmaoding trash
and rocks. They worked hard all afternoon.

“What are you doing?” asked Tina the goat.

“We are rebuilding Farmer Smith’s old Softballlig said
Sam.



“That is just about the silliest think | have evexard of. There is noth-
ing sillier than two donkeys,” said Tina as shaked away laughing.

Soon Horace came walking by.
“What are you doing guys?” asked Horace.

“We are rebuilding Farmer Smith’s softball fielddawe don’t care if it
is silly,” said Sam.

“I don’t think it's silly. That’s a nice thing tdo. What made you think
| would say it was silly?” asked Horace

“Tina the Goat made fun of us,” said Scott.

“Sometimes people are mean when you do the rgihgt You just
have to learn to ignore them. Remember Nehentihtalked to the people
of Judah and wanted them to rebuild the walls nfslem. He said, ‘You
see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalel®sslate and its gates are
burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wallJefusalem so that we will
no longer be a reproach.” (Nehemiah 2:17) Theleeagreed and started to
rebuild the walls. Some of the people that livederusalem were not Jewish.
They were not happy about the walls being rebliiey made fun of them.
They said, ‘What is this thing you are doing? #o@ rebelling against the
king?’. (Nehemiah 2:19) Nehemiah just said, “Tad of heaven will give
us success; therefore we His servants will ariseband, but you have no
portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem.” (Nehema20) For all kinds of
reasons, people make fun of you when you do gaodgh You just have to
learn to ignore them and do what is right,” samréte.

Song: Jesus Loves The Little Children

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 2:19

Question: Did everyone want the walls rebuilt? (Blame people
made fun of them)



Thursday

One day Mary saw a rat come into the storage gyaarad take
some oats. She didn’t think much about it un# tiext day she
watched and three more rats came and got some oats.

She told Sam, “Those rats are stealing our fad.have got to
stop them.”

That evening Sam and Mary stayed up and guardedats.
They each had a pile of golf balls. Farmer Smitk golf balls into
pasture and he never finds them all. Soon a raeaaalking up to
the oats and boom, boom, boom, they both hit hireettimes with a
golf ball. Soon another two rats came up to the.o&am took aim
and hit him right in the nose. The golf balls maderetty good
weapon against the rats but they were very noisy.

“What is all that noise?” asked Horace.



“We were keeping the rats out of the oats. | amyswe
woke you up. Is it okay that we are keeping the oat of the
oats?” asked Mary.

“It's okay. Sometimes you have to fight to keelpatis
yours. ltis just like in the time of Nehemiahhély started gain-
ing on the walls, but there were people who keptkng against
them. One of them was named Sanballat. He way amaf the
old walls were being rebuilt and he teased and rhadef them.
The Bible says it hurt the workers feelings baytkept on work-
ing. Finally, he got people together to attackwoekers and
even tear down what they had already built. Thdn't stop
them either. The Bible says, ‘From that day otf, blamy ser-
vants carried on the work while half of them hdild spears, the
shields, the bows and the breastplates; and thainapvere be-
hind she whole house of Judah. Those who wereldabgithe
wall and those who carried burdens took their &t one hand
doing the work and the other holding a weapon. h@veiah 4:16-
17) They never gave up. They had a hammer irhand and a
sword in the other. You let those rats know thatweon't let them
steal and sooner or later, they will give up,”dsibrace.

Song: The Wise Man

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 4:18

Question: Did the Jewish people have to fighetouild the walls
of Jerusalem? (Yes)



Friday

Now in the barnyard the
animals didn’t have money
like people do. They traded
oats. Every animal on the
farm liked oats so if there
was something an animal
wanted to buy from another
animal, they would count out
oats for the payment.

One pig was named Ebe-
nezer. If you wanted to buy
something and didn’t have
enough oats, Ebenezer would
loan you the oats for it, but you had to pay badké¢ as many oats
as you borrowed. One day Taylor the goat offeoesetl Sam his
hat. You see Farmer Smith threw a hat into th&htcme evening
and it blew away. Taylor the goat got it and ché\weo holes in it
for his ears to go through. Sam thought the hatveas and really
wanted it but Taylor wanted a 10 pieces of oatstfand Sam didn’t
have any money. He tried to borrow it from Marylé8cott but they
didn’t have any money either. Finally he went teeBezer. He
promised to pay him back and was excited when ke Gaylor the
money and got the hat. The hat fit perfectly anergthing was fine
until one day Sam was walking by the pig pen.

“Where’s my money, donkey?” said Ebenezer.
“I don’'t have any oats yet,” said Sam.

“It doubles every week. You better get mynayg donkey,” said



Ebenezer.

A couple of weeks went by and Sam got tensthe would-
n’t leave the barn because he didn’'t want to semg&rer.

“What's wrong with you Sam? You have stayethe barn
all week,” said Gertrude.

It was at that point that Sam burst igars. “Mom, |
don’t know what I'm going to do. | borrowed 10 pé&s of oats
from Ebenezer and now | owe him 100 pieces of ‘baaid
Sam.

“Oh dear. That old Ebenezer is still loanpeople money.
| hoped you learned something. If you don’t havanay for it
now, you most likely will not have the money fotkater. This is
just like the people of Judah. There was a fanmribe land of
Judah. That is when it quits raining. The peajidi’'t have
enough food. They borrowed money from the richemgbe in
order to feed their family but when they couldrétythe money
back the richer people took their land and eved dair chil-
dren as slaves. Nehemiah didn't like this and nibdeeople
give them their stuff back and told them, ‘We aciog to our
ability have redeemed our Jewish brothers who wel@ to the
nations; now would you even sell your brothers thay may be
sold to us? Then they were silent and could mat ¥ords to
say.” (Nehemiah 5:8) He told them to give thdfdtack and to
stop charging money to borrow money. We call ihirest but
they called it usury. The Bible says that the pedptened, and,
‘...the people did according to this promise.’ (Nefigh 4:13)
Don’t borrow money anymore Sam and we will pay Ezem,”
said Gertrude.



Song: The Lord’s Army

Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 4:12

Question: What got the people of Judah in troullEfRey bor-
rowed money for food and couldn’t pay it back)



Saturday

“Grandpa, When Nehemiah made them give thieay back
didn’t it cause the richer people to lose a lotwiney?” asked
Sam.

“It did Sam, but Nehemiah was a good example was made
the governor of the land of Judah. But he didn like he had a
lot of money. He wouldn’t even take money for lgetheir gover-
nor. He said, ‘I also applied myself to the workthis wall; we did
not buy any land, and all my servants were gath#érext for the
work’ (Nehemiah 4:16) Nehemiah worked hard like test of
them and he didn’t waste money or spend a lot afeyio He was a
good example to the people of Judah,” said Grandpa

Song: Gospel Chariot
Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 4:14
Question: Was Nehemiah a hard worker? (Yes)



